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Call to Action 

Humanity faces a severe and unprecedented 
climate crisis with devastating consequences 
for people, nature and the economy. This was 
the statement with which we began the call to 
action in the first year of the Gulbenkian Prize 
for Humanity, in early 2020.

Two years have passed and both the climate 
impacts already occurred as well as scientific 
projections show us a hard reality, placing the 
climate crisis and the loss of biodiversity at the 
top of the challenges for this and the next gen-
erations, with serious consequences that go be-
yond the environmental level, such as chronic 
and infectious diseases, water and food short-
ages, migration, destruction of infrastructures, 
loss of livelihoods and abrupt breaks in several 
economic activities. 

The past seven years have been the hottest so 
far1 and extreme weather events often reach 
new records in number and intensity across 
the globe, such as extreme droughts, fires, heat 
waves, floods or storms.

2021 was the warmest year on record for ocean 
heat content, while sea water levels also reached 
new records as well as the concentration of 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.2 This 
was also the year with the hottest summer in 
the Northern Hemisphere, with temperatures 
reaching 50ºC in Canada. More than 50 hurri-
canes, cyclones and extratropical storms were 
recorded worldwide, deadly flooding in Nigeria, 
Ghana, India, Turkey, Germany, Belgium, the 
Netherlands and China, extreme heat waves in 
Siberia, Pakistan, northern India, parts of the 

1   https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/10/1104472
2   https://www.carbonbrief.org/state-of-the-climate-how-the-world-warmed-in-2021
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Middle East, North Africa and Europe, and 
catastrophic forest fires in the western United 
States of America, in the Mediterranean and 
in Israel.3 The 10 deadliest natural disasters of 
2021 caused the death of more than 4000 peo-
ple in different regions of the world, including 
Germany, Belgium, China, USA, Philippines, 
India, Indonesia and Nepal.4

Also in 2021, IPCC published the first contri-
bution to the AR6 (Sixth Assessment Report 
- The Physical Science Basis5) with the most 
worrying warning of all previous reports, es-
timating a 50% probability of failing the Paris 
Agreement and reiterating that without drastic 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, there 
could be a 2.7ºC temperature increase over 
pre-industrial levels by the end of the century, 
with devastating consequences for humanity. 
Many of these changes will be irreversible over 
centuries to millennia, especially the ongoing 
changes in the ocean. 

More recently, we were able to access even more 
dramatic conclusions from the IPCC report - 
Climate Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerabili-
ty6 - released on 28 February 2022, highlighting 
that climate change is already impacting every 
corner of the world, and much more severe im-
pacts are in store than previously expected as 
well as those that will occur in the short term, 
and that risks will escalate with smaller tem-
perature increases, suggesting that limiting 
warming to 1.5 degrees may not be enough and 
that beyond that the impacts will be irrevers-
ible. A high proportion of species is vulnerable 
to climate change, it is highly confident that 
14% of terrestrial species will face high risks 
of extinction, even limiting the global average 

temperature increase to 1.5ºC. The report also 
states that currently 3.3 billion-3.6 billion peo-
ple (around 40% of the population) live in coun-
tries highly vulnerable to climate impacts, with 
global hotspots concentrated in Small Island 
Developing States, the Arctic, South Asia, Cen-
tral and South America, and much of sub-Sa-
haran Africa. This underlines the relevance of 
adaptation measures targeting the most vulner-
able communities, while emphasizing the lack of 
funds for climate adaptation currently available, 
as well as the urgency of addressing losses and 
damages that have already occurred. 

Faced with the uncertainty regarding the fu-
ture of Humanity, it is important to highlight 
some of the forecasts for the scenarios outlined.

— According to the World Bank7, up to 143 
million people in Sub-Saharan Africa, Lat-
in America and South Asia could be forced 
to leave their homes by 2050 due to rising 
sea levels, water shortages or crop loss. It is 
also estimated that the climate crisis could 
push an additional 100 million people into 
extreme poverty worldwide by 20308. 
   
— According to the World Health Orga-
nization, between 2030 and 2050 climate 
change is expected to cause up to 250,000 
additional deaths per year, from malnutri-
tion, malaria, diarrhoea and heat stress9. 
Countries with weak health infrastructures, 
mostly in developing countries, will be the 
least able to respond to these threats.10 In 
high vulnerable countries, mortality due to 
droughts, storms and floods in 2010-2020 
was actually 15 times higher than in coun-
tries with very low vulnerability.

3  https://www.carbonbrief.org/state-of-the-climate-how-the-world-warmed-in-2021
4  https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/slideshows/here-are-10-of-the-deadliest-natural-disasters-in-2021
5  https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/
6  https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-ii/
7  https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/29461/GroundswellOVpt.pdf?sequence=20&isAllowed=y
8  https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/blog/2018/Climate_Change_and_the_Rise_of_Poverty.html
9  https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/climate-change-and-health 
10  https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/climate-change-and-health
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Current unsustainable development patterns 
are increasing exposure of ecosystems and peo-
ple to climate hazards. Without drastic change, 
humanity will be exposed to unimaginable 
consequences, particularly those who are most 
vulnerable. The magnitude and rate of climate 
change and associated risks depend strongly on 
near-term mitigation and adaptation actions, 
and projected adverse impacts and related loss-
es and damages escalate with every increment 
of global warming.11 

The climate we will be exposed to in the future 
depends on the decisions we take now. Evidence 
of observed impacts, projected risks, trends in 
vulnerability, and adaptation limits, demon-
strate that worldwide climate resilient develop-
ment action are more urgent than previously 
thought.12 The response to the climate emergen-
cy includes the need for immediate, structural 
and systemic change across different aspects of 
society, calling for action by governments, inves-
tors and businesses, non-governmental organi-
sations, foundations, civil society, educational 
bodies, scientific and other institutions, media 
and by developing partnerships with tradition-
ally marginalized groups, local communities 
and ethnic minorities towards a carbon-neutral 
growth model that safeguards social justice.

We must therefore adopt integrated responses 
that contribute to a robust and inclusive transi-
tion, tackle the challenges of the 21st century, 
uphold the principles proposed in the UN 2030 
Agenda and that put the sustainability of the 
planet and human societies first.

Following the commitments announced at the 
last Climate Summit (COP26), it is now crucial 
to keep alive the sense of climate emergency, 

accelerate the implementation of concrete ac-
tions and measures capable of contributing 
to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, 
increase the resilience and adaptation of natu-
ral ecosystems and people to climate impacts, 
support communities with losses and damages 
that have already occurred, as well as protect 
and restore biodiversity and natural ecosys-
tems, including forests and the ocean.

The transition to a climate-neutral society is 
both urgent and a unique opportunity to build 
a future based on a symbiosis between society 
and the environment underpinned by a sus-
tainable economic system that creates prosper-
ity and well-being.

The Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation aims 
to contribute to this transition. Committed to 
all humankind, the Foundation’s mission is to 
support sustainable development by actively 
promoting the well-being and quality of life 
of vulnerable groups in the population, while 
maintaining a balance between protecting the 
environment and economic prosperity.  

The Gulbenkian Prize for Humanity 
underscores the Foundation’s commit-
ment to urgent climate action, stand-
ing in 2022 with a key initiative in the 
run-up to COP27, by recognising people 
or organisations with high-impact con-
tributions and actions in combating the 
climate crisis, capable of contributing to 
mitigate the negative effects of climate 
change on people, the environment and 
the economy, and promote a society that 
is more resilient and better prepared 
for future global change, while protect-
ing the most vulnerable.

11  https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-ii/
12  https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-ii/

March 2022
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Call Conditions  

1. OBJECT 

The Gulbenkian Prize for Humanity aims to 
recognize people, groups of people and/or 
organizations from all over the world whose 
contributions to mitigation and adaptation to 
climate change stand out for its novelty, in-
novation and impact. This initiative strives 
to draw attention to and leverage large-scale 
climate action responses, helping to speed 
up the process of decarbonizing the global 
economy, protecting the people and natural 
systems from the severe effects associated to 
climate change and supporting sustainable 
development.  

More specifically, the Gulbenkian Prize for 
Humanity has the following objectives: 

1. Award to actively contribute
to the targets set in the Paris
Agreement with the aim of keeping
global warming below 1.5ºC.

2. Contribute to the achievement
of the Sustainable Development Goals
of the United Nations Agenda 2030.

3. To recognize people, organizations
and initiatives of excellence
in the area of climate change. 

4. To mobilize talent, attracting
high quality nominations. 

5. To emphasize of both the impacts
of climate change and potential solutions, 
mobilizing people, businesses and
governments in tackling the climate crisis.

6. To strengthen the role of local 
communities and international
networks, by recognizing local
climate solutions with great scale
up potential for global impact. 

7. To educate and empower for a more
sustainable society.

8. To mobilize more financial capital
for climate solutions. 

9. To divulge, at a global level,
the Foundation’s commitment
to a low-carbon, more sustainable
and more resilient society. 

2. AMOUNT 

The Gulbenkian Prize for Humanity, granted 
yearly, is worth 1 million euros. In the event of 
more than one laureate being distinguished, 
the award will be equitably divided. 

The prize should be used in a way that maxi-
mizes the invaluable contribution of the win-
ning person/organisation.

Accepting the prize, the winner will agree on a 
protocol with the Calouste Gulbenkian Foun-
dation in order to define the use of the mone-
tary award and the communication of actions 
and activities related to the award.
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3. AREAS OF RECOGNITION 

The Gulbenkian Prize for Humanity will be fo-
cused in the recognition of accomplishments and 
contributions to solve the climate crisis for a min-
imum period of 5 years (2020-2024). Thereafter, 
the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation’s Board of 
Directors will announce whether the topic will 
be maintained or if a new area of recognition of 
great relevance to humankind will be launched.   

In the present context, the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Foundation considers any potential recognition 
areas that can contribute to one or a number of 
the following outcomes:  

Mitigation: reduction or prevention of 
greenhouse gas emissions or the increased 
absorption of already emitted GHG. The 
mitigation actions require the use of new 
technologies, clean energy sources, indus-
trial processing, reducing deforestation, re-
forestation or restoring terrestrial, marine 
and coastal natural ecosystems, improved 
methods of sustainable farming and land 
use, and changes in individual and collec-
tive behaviors. 

Adaptation: reducing the negative conse-
quences of climate change by taking mea-
sures to prevent or minimize impacts that 
can no longer be avoided, such as rising sea 
levels, extreme weather events and food in-
security, with actions that include techno-
logical measures, nature-based solutions 
and behavioral changes.

Thus, potencial contributions of excellence 
could include ways to accelerate the decarboni-
sation of the economy and/or the resilience 
of ecosystems or social and political systems, 
such as: climate finance, land-use management 
instruments, raising public and political aware-
ness, boosting individual and institutional 
competencies, networks and partnerships with 
diverse actors from civil society, among others. 

4. CANDIDATE ELIGIBILITY 

Candidates should be a person, group of peo-
ple and/or an organization, of any nationali-
ty, that is making a significant contribution 
to develop solutions to tackle the climate cri-
sis, having to demonstrate the reach or po-
tential reach of outstanding outcomes and 
provide highly relevant evidence for impact 
in the future.

Eligible organizations include:

— Legal entities, public or private,
profit-seeking or non-profit;

— International organizations;
— Universities and R&D institutions.

The Award cannot be granted posthumously 
or to an organization after ceasing its activity.

5. NOMINATIONS 

Applications should be submitted through the 
nomination of third parties; self-nominations 
are not permitted. 

All nominations should be submitted in 
electronic format using the form available at 
gulbenkian.pt, until April 8th, 2022, in 
accordance with the instructions provided. 

The Jury may request further information in 
addition to the documents submitted in the 
application page. 
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6. SELECTION 

The selection process is independent and will 
be conducted in three phases. Firstly, a Scien-
tific Council will be responsible for preparing 
a consolidated list of eligible candidates. Sec-
ondly, a Jury composed of personalities of in-
ternationally recognized reputation in scientif-
ic, technological, political and cultural realms, 
will deliberate in order to identify the first 3 
ranked nominations.

The final decision will be taken by the Calouste 
Gulbenkian Foundation’s Board of Trustees, 
based on the proposal presented by the Jury. 

Appeals cannot be made against the decision 
taken by the Calouste Gulbenkian Founda-
tion’s Board of Trustees. 

7. SELECTION CRITERIA

The Jury will be responsible for selecting the 
nominations according to the following criteria:

— Innovation and/or demonstrate
potential for long term transformational 
change. 

— Impact/ demonstrate benefits
for environment &society/ be scalable
with potential for long term impact

— Inspiration/ ability to serve as
a model/ to show active leadership
or to inspire others

 
— Relevance of the nomination/

timely taking into consideration the
contribution it will make to address 
compelling issues and challenges

8. DATA PROTECTION

All personal data of the Holders made available 
by the nominators will be treated exclusively 
for the purpose of managing the attribution of 
the Gulbenkian Prize for Humanity by 
the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, as the 
entity responsible for processing the data.

The Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation can be 
contacted regarding any issues related to the 
processing of data carried out in this con-
text and for these purposes to privacidade@
gulbenkian.pt.

The personal data of the Holders will be kept 
for the period of time necessary for the attri-
bution and management of this Prize, except 
in cases where another period is required by 
the applicable legislation.

Some data (namely, the name of the person re-
sponsible for the application, date of applica-
tion and personal data potentially included in 
the works and publications delivered, as well 
as the data collected in the award ceremony, 
will be kept indefinitely by the Calouste Gul-
benkian Foundation, in the context of its ac-
tivity of management and conservation of its 
cultural, intellectual and artistic collection.

The Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation guaran-
tees to the Holders the exercise of their rights 
in relation to their data, such as the right of 
access, rectification, deletion, opposition, lim-
itation of treatment and portability, in accor-
dance with the applicable legislation. 

The Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation imple-
ments all necessary and adequate security 
measures to protect the personal data of the 
Holders, either when the data is processed 
directly by the Calouste Gulbenkian Founda-
tion, or when the data is processed by entities 
subcontracted by it.
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The Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation may 
process the personal data collected in this con-
text directly and / or through subcontracting 
entities for this purpose, and appropriate con-
tracts will be signed with such subcontracting 
entities, under the terms and with the content 
provided for by the applicable legislation.

Within the scope and for the purposes of the 
attribution of this Prize, the Calouste Gulben-
kian Foundation may communicate the data of 
candidates to partner entities, for the purpos-
es of managing publications and institutional 
communications. These entities may be locat-
ed within the territory of the European Union 
or outside, and in the latter case, appropriate 
mechanisms will be employed at all times, un-
der the applicable legislation, to safeguard the 
security of the processed personal data.

Candidates will be able to make a complaint to 
the Portuguese Data Protection Commission 
(“CNPD”) if they consider that there is a breach 
of the legal provisions regarding data protec-
tion by the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation.

9. WINNER’S ANNOUNCEMENT
/ AWARD CEREMONY  

The winner will be announced on July 20th, 
2022 – Calouste Gulbenkian Day.

If the evolution of the COVID19 pandemic al-
lows, the Award Ceremony will also take place 
on July 20th, 2022 in the Foundation’s Grand 
Auditorium.

10. KEY DATES 

Nomination period
– until April 8th 2022

Winner̀ s announcement/
Award Ceremony – July 20th, 2022

  

 


